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ABSTRACT

An interface couples a plurality of compute units to a power
management controller. The interface conveys a power report
for the plurality of compute units to the power management
controller. The power management controller receives the
power report, determines a power action for the plurality of
compute units based at least in part on the power report, and
transmits a message specifying the power action through the
interface. The power action is performed.
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I The power report specifies micro-operation retirement counts for respective !

: compute units of the plurality of compute units for a first interval. (204) |
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r
I The power report specifies one or more amounts of time during which |
| respective compute units are active during a first interval. (206) |
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\ 4
Transmit the power report through an interface to a power management
controller. (208)

In a Power Management Controller:
y

Receive the power report through the interface. (210)

y

Calculate average dynamic power values for the plurality of compute units, based
at least in part on the power report. (212)

y

Allocate dynamic power to the plurality of compute units for a second interval
subsequent to the first interval, based at least in part on the average dynamic
power values. (214)

y

Determine expected temperatures of the plurality of compute units during the
second interval, based at least in part on the dynamic power allocated to the
respective compute units. (216)

4
Determine a power action for the CPC (e.g., based at least in part on the
expected temperatures). (218)

y

Provide a message specifying the power action to the CPC through the interface.
(220)
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FIG. 2A
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200 (continued)

“Inthe(cpPCy: l __________________________

Receive the message specifying the power action from the power management
controller through the interface. (222)

l

Perform the power action. (224)

r
I Set a performance state (e.g., including a specified power supply voltage :
: and clock frequency) for the plurality of compute units. (226) |
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Calculate an average dynamic power
(Avg_Dyn_Pwr(i)) value for a
respective compute unit i, based at
least in part on the power report. (302)

Is Yes Set
Avg_Dyn_Pwr(i) > Pmax? Avg_Dyn_Pwr(i) = Pmax.
(304) (306)

Is Yes Set
Avg_Dyn_Pwr(i) < Pmin? Avg_Dyn_Pwr(i) = Pmin.
(308) (310)

Leave Avg_Dyn_Pwr(i) unchanged.
(312)

FIG. 3A
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1
POWER MANAGEMENT FOR MULTIPLE
COMPUTE UNITS

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present embodiments relate generally to power man-
agement for integrated circuits, and more specifically to
power management for multiple compute units (e.g., multiple
processor cores).

BACKGROUND

Performing power management in a processor system with
multiple compute units (e.g., multiple processor cores) pre-
sents significant challenges. For example, the overhead asso-
ciated with providing power reports from the compute units to
a power management controller becomes burdensome as the
number of compute units increases. There is also a need for
techniques to estimate the power consumed by respective
compute units.

SUMMARY

Embodiments are disclosed in which power is allocated for
a plurality of compute units based at least in part on a power
report providing information regarding activity of the com-
pute units.

In some embodiments, a method of managing processor
power is performed in a power management controller. The
method includes receiving a power report for a plurality of
compute units through an interface, determining a power
action for the plurality of compute units based at least in part
on the power report, and transmitting a message specifying
the power action through the interface.

In some embodiments, a circuit includes an interface and a
power management controller coupled to the interface. The
interface conveys a power report for a plurality of compute
units. The power management controller receives the power
report, determines a power action for the plurality of compute
units based at least in part on the power report, and transmits
a message specifying the power action through the interface.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The present embodiments are illustrated by way of
example and are not intended to be limited by the figures of
the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of a system-on-a-chip in accor-
dance with some embodiments.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are a flowchart showing a method of
managing processor power in accordance with some embodi-
ments.

FIG. 3A is a flowchart showing a method of applying limits
to an average dynamic power value in accordance with some
embodiments.

FIG. 3B is a flowchart showing a method of allocating
dynamic power to a plurality of compute units in accordance
with some embodiments.

FIGS. 4A-4C show look-up tables to be used by a power
management controller in accordance with some embodi-
ments.

FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a system in which the system-
on-a-chip of FIG. 1 is coupled to a memory that includes a
non-transitory computer-readable storage medium, in accor-
dance with some embodiments.
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2

Like reference numerals refer to corresponding parts
throughout the figures and specification.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Reference will now be made in detail to various embodi-
ments, examples of which are illustrated in the accompanying
drawings. In the following detailed description, numerous
specific details are set forth in order to provide a thorough
understanding of the disclosure. However, some embodi-
ments may be practiced without these specific details. Inother
instances, well-known methods, procedures, components,
and circuits have not been described in detail so as not to
unnecessarily obscure aspects of the embodiments.

FIG. 1 is ablock diagram of a system-on-a-chip (SOC) 100
in accordance with some embodiments. The SOC 100 is
referred to as a system-on-a-chip because it is implemented in
a single integrated circuit and therefore on a single semicon-
ductor die, which is also referred to as a chip. A core process-
ing complex (CPC) 102 in the SOC includes a plurality of
compute units 104-0 through 104-N, where N is an integer
greater than or equal to one. Each of the compute units 104-0
through 104-N is a discrete processing unit. In some embodi-
ments, all or a portion of the compute units 104-0 through
104-N are processor cores (e.g., central processing unit
(CPU) cores). Alternatively, one or more (e.g., all) of the
compute units 104-0 through 104-N may be another type of
processing unit (e.g., a graphics processing unit (GPU) or
discrete portion thereof). The compute units 104-0 through
104-N may be homogeneous (e.g., may all be the same type of
processor core) or heterogeneous (e.g., may include different
types of processing cores and/or other discrete processing
units).

Each of the compute units 104-0 through 104-N (or a
portion thereof) includes a micro-operation (pop) retirement
counter 106 that counts the number of micro-operations, and
thus the number of transactions, retired by the compute unit
during a specified time interval. The specified time interval
may be configurable. In some embodiments, the specified
time interval is in a range between 10 microseconds and 1
millisecond. By recording the number of micro-operations
retired during the specified time interval, each micro-opera-
tion retirement counter 106 effectively provides a micro-
operation retirement rate for its compute unit. This rate is
determined, for example, by dividing the micro-operation
retirement count at the end of the specified time interval by
the duration of the specified time interval. In another
example, this rate is a utilization rate determined by dividing
the micro-operation retirement count at the end of the speci-
fied time interval by a reference retirement count (e.g., a
maximum possible retirement count for the specified time
interval). The micro-operation retirement counts (and corre-
sponding rates) provide indications of the activity levels and
thus power consumption of respective compute units 104-0
through 104-N.

The CPC 102 also includes CPC power management logic
108 coupled to the plurality of compute units 104-0 through
104-N. In some embodiments, the CPC power management
logic 108 reads the micro-operation retirement counters 106
(e.g., at the end of each specified time interval) and generates
a power report based on the micro-operation retirement
counts. For example, the power report includes the micro-
operation retirement counts. The power report is transmitted
from the CPC power management logic 108 through an inter-
face 114 to a power management controller 118 in an SOC
arbiter 116, which in some embodiments is separate from the
CPC 102. The CPC power management logic 108 may gen-
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erate and transmit a separate power report for each specified
time interval. In some embodiments, each power report is a
single message transmitted across the interface 114. In other
embodiments, each power report includes a series of mes-
sages transmitted across the interface 114, with each message
corresponding to one or more of the compute units 104-0
through 104-N.

In some embodiments, the micro-operation retirement
counters 106 are omitted or deactivated. The CPC power
management logic 108 may then prepare the power report
based on amounts of time in respective specified time inter-
vals during which the compute units 104-0 through 104-N are
active (e.g., amounts of time during which respective ones of
the compute units 104-0 through 104-N are active).

The CPC power management logic 108 controls a pro-
grammable power supply 110 and a clock 112. (While the
programmable power supply 110 and clock 112 are shown
within the CPC 102, they may be outside of the CPC 102. In
some embodiments, the programmable power supply 110 is
external to the SOC 100). The CPC power management logic
108 may specify the level of the power supply voltage Vdd
provided by the programmable power supply 110 and the
frequency of the clock signal provided by the clock 112. A
given combination (e.g., predefined combination) of Vdd and
clock frequency may be referred to as a performance state or
P-state, in accordance for example with the Advanced Con-
figuration and Power Interface (ACPI) specification.

In the example of FIG. 1, each of the compute units 104-0
through 104-N is coupled to the programmable power supply
110 and the clock 112. Changing the level of the power supply
voltage Vdd provided by the programmable power supply
110 thus changes Vdd for all of the compute units 104-0
through 104-N. Similarly, changing the frequency of the
clock signal provided by the clock 112 changes the clock
frequency for all of the compute units 104-0 through 104-N.
In other examples, different compute units 104-0 through
104-N may be coupled to different power supplies and/or
different clocks.

In some embodiments, each of the compute units 104-0
through 104-N may be selectively coupled to the program-
mable power supply 110, such that one or more respective
compute units 104-0 through 104-N may be decoupled from
the programmable power supply 110 (e.g., during a specified
time interval or portion thereof), thus placing the one or more
respective compute units 104-0 through 104-N in a lower-
power state (e.g., the CC6 state). This selective decoupling is
referred to as power-gating and may be controlled by the CPC
power management logic 108. Power gating may be imple-
mented using header or footer transistors in respective com-
pute units 104-0 through 104-N.

In some embodiments, each of the compute units 104-0
through 104-N may be selectively coupled to the clock 112,
such that one or more respective compute units 104-0 through
104-N may be decoupled from the clock 112 (e.g., during a
specified time interval or portion thereot), thus placing the
one or more respective compute units 104-0 through 104-N in
a lower-power state in which they are not clocked. This selec-
tive decoupling is referred to as clock-gating and may be
controlled by the CPC power management logic 108. For
example, the CPC power management logic 108 may provide
instructions to respective compute units 104-0 through 104-N
to implement power gating and/or clock gating during a
specified time interval.

Power gating and/or clock gating may also be performed in
embodiments in which different compute units 104-0 through
104-N are coupled to different power supplies and/or differ-
ent clocks
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Setting performance states, implementing power gating,
and implementing clock gating are examples of power actions
that may be performed in the CPC 102. Other examples of
power actions include, but are not limited to, powering down
a power supply and stopping clocks. In some embodiments,
these power actions are performed by the CPC power man-
agement logic 108 in response to messages received from the
power management controller 118 through the interface 114.
For example, the power management controller 118 may
transmit a message through the interface 114 to the CPC
power management logic 108 specifying one or more power
actions for a respective specified time interval. The power
management controller 118 may include one or more look-up
tables (LUTs) 120 (e.g., LUTs 400, 430, and/or 460, FIGS.
4A-4C) that it uses to determine the power actions (e.g., as
described below in the method 200, FIGS. 2A-2B).

In some embodiments, the interface 114 includes one or
more signal lines (e.g., unidirectional signal lines) used to
transmit power reports from the CPC power management
logic 108 to the power management controller 118 and one or
more signal lines (e.g., unidirectional signal lines) used to
transmit messages specifying power actions from the power
management controller 118 to the CPC power management
logic 108. Alternatively, the interface 114 includes a bidirec-
tional set of one or more signal lines for conveying both the
power reports and the messages specifying power actions.

The SOC arbiter 116 also serves as an interface between
the CPC 102 and a memory controller 128, input/output (I/O)
engine 122, and GPU 126. The memory controller 128
couples to external memory 130 through one or more inter-
faces (e.g., double-data rate or DDR interfaces). The memory
130 may include main memory (e.g., implemented in
DRAM) and one or more levels of cache memory (e.g., a
last-level cache memory, which may be implemented in
SRAM). The I/O engine 122 is coupled to and controls inter-
faces 124. Examples of interfaces 124 include, but are not
limited to, Ethernet (e.g., gigabit Ethernet) interfaces, univer-
sal serial bus (USB) interfaces, and PCI Express (PCle) inter-
faces. As the presence of the GPU 126 shows, the SOC 100
may include compute units outside of the CPC 102 that are
not subject to power actions specified by messages transmit-
ted through the interface 114.

Inthe example of FIG. 1, the power management controller
118 is implemented on the same die as the CPC 102. Alter-
natively, the power management controller 118 may be
implemented on a separate die than the CPC 102 (e.g., in a
different package or stacked in the same package). In such
embodiments, the interface 114 couples the two die.

FIGS. 2A and 2B are a flowchart showing a method 200 of
managing processor power in accordance with some embodi-
ments. The method 200 may be performed in the SOC 100 or
in another system in which a plurality of compute units 104-0
through 104-N are coupled to a power management controller
118.

A first portion of the method 200 is performed in the CPC
102 (FIG. 1) in accordance with some embodiments. A power
report is generated (202, FIG. 2A) for the plurality of compute
units 104-0 through 104-N. The power report is generated, for
example, by the CPC power management logic 108 (FIG. 1).

In some embodiments, the power report specifies (204)
micro-operation retirement counts for respective compute
units of the plurality of compute units 104-0 through 104-N
for a first interval. The first interval may be one of a series of
specified time intervals. The micro-operation retirement
counts are obtained from the micro-operation retirement
counters 106 (FIG. 1).
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In some embodiments, the power report specifies (206) one
or more amounts of time during which respective compute
units of the compute units 104-0 through 104-N are active
during a first interval.

The power report is transmitted (208) through the interface
114 (FIG. 1) to the power management controller 118 (FIG.
1).

A second part of the method 200 is performed in the power
management controller 118 (FIG. 1) in accordance with some
embodiments. The power report is received (210) through the
interface 114. Average dynamic power values are calculated
(212) for the plurality of compute units 104-0 through 104-N,
based at least in part on the power report.

To calculate (212) the average dynamic power values for
the plurality of compute units 104-0 through 104-N, average
static power for each of the compute units 104-0 through
104-N is first determined. In some embodiments, to deter-
mine average static power, the static power for the CPC 102 is
measured with every one of the compute units 104-0 through
104-N in an operating state (e.g., the CO state, as defined by
the ACPI specification) and again in a power-gated state (e.g.,
the CC6 state). A different operating-state (e.g., CO) measure-
ment may be made for each performance state (e.g., each
allowed combination of Vdd and clock frequency). Static
power is measured by placing the CPC 102 in the appropriate
state and then stopping the clock 112 (or clock-gating the
compute units 104-0 through 104-N). The measured values
are divided by the number of compute units 104-0 through
104-N (i.e., by N+1) to determine the per-compute-unit aver-
age static power in the operating state and power-gated state.
The average static power for each of the compute units 104-0
through 104-N during a specified time interval is then deter-
mined by taking an average of the per-compute-unit average
static power in the operating state and in the power-gated
state, weighted by the amount of time during the specified
time interval that the compute unit spends in each state. For
example, if the operating state is CO and the power-gated state
is CC6, the average static power for each compute unit is:

Avg Stat Pwr(i)=(CC6_time*CC6_pwr+
CO_time*CO_pwr)/interval

M

where i is a variable used to index the compute units 104-0
through 104-N, Avg_Stat_Pwr(i) is the average static power
for a respective compute unit i, interval is the duration of the
specified time interval, CC6_time is the amount of time that
the compute unit i spends in CC6 during the specified time
interval, CO_time is the time that the compute unit i spends in
CO during the specified time interval, CC6_pwr is the per-
compute-unit average static power in CC6, and CO_pwr is the
per-compute-unit average static power in CO.

Once the average static power has been determined (e.g.,
using equation 1), average dynamic power may be deter-
mined. A total dynamic power for the CPC 102 (CPC_
Dyn_Pwr) is determined by measuring the overall power for
the CPC 102 and subtracting the sum of the average static
powers for the compute units 104-0 through 104-N (e.g., as
calculated using equation 1). If the power report provided
micro-operation retirement counts, the average dynamic
power for each compute unit may then be determined by
multiplying the overall power for the CPC 102 by the ratio of
the micro-operation retirement count for the compute unit to
the sum of the micro-operation retirement counts for all of the
compute units 104-0 through 104-N:

Avg Dyn_Pwr(i)=(nop_count(i)/Z(nop_

count(?)))*CPC_Dyn_Pwr 2)

where pop_count(i) is the micro-operation retirement count
for a respective compute unit i and the summation is over i.
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Ifthe power report does not provide micro-operation retire-
ment counts, but instead provides one or more amounts of
time during which respective compute units 104-0 through
104-N are active during the specified time interval, then the
average dynamic power for each compute unit may be deter-
mined as follows, in accordance with some embodiments.
The overall power for the CPC 102 is multiplied by the ratio
of'the amount of time during which the compute unit is active
during the specified time interval to the duration of the speci-
fied time interval:

Avg Dyn_Pwr(i)=CU_Active_Time({)*CPC_Dyn_
Pwr/interval

3

where CU_Active_Time(i) is the amount of time during
which a respective compute unit i is active during the speci-
fied time interval. Avg_Dyn_Pwr(i) has the same value for all
compute units that spent the same amount of time in an active
state during the specified time interval.

In some embodiments, limits are applied to the average
dynamic power values for the compute units 104-0 through
104-N. FIG. 3A is a flowchart showing a method 300 of
applying limits to an average dynamic power value in accor-
dance with some embodiments. The method 300 may be
performed for each of the compute units 104-0 through 104-N
(e.g., for each value of i). An average dynamic power value is
calculated (302) for a respective compute unit i, based at least
in part on the power report (e.g., using equation 2 or 3). The
average dynamic power value is compared (304) to a pre-
defined maximum power value (Pmax). If the average
dynamic power value is greater than Pmax (304—Yes), the
average dynamic power value is set (306) equal to Pmax. If
not (304—No), the average dynamic power value is com-
pared (308) to a predefined minimum power value (Pmin). If
the average dynamic power value is less than Pmin (308—
Yes), the average dynamic power value is set (310) equal to
Pmin. Otherwise the average dynamic power value is left
unchanged (312), since it is greater than or equal to Pmin and
less than or equal to Pmax. The order of the operations 304
and 308 in the method 300 may be reversed.

Returning to FIG. 2A, dynamic power is allocated (214) to
the plurality of compute units 104-0 through 104-N for a
second interval subsequent to the first interval, based at least
in part on the average dynamic power values.

FIG. 3B is a flowchart showing a method 350 of allocating
dynamic power to the plurality of compute units 104-0
through 104-N in accordance with some embodiments. The
method 350 is an example of the dynamic power allocation
operation 214 (FIG. 2A). In the method 350, an order of the
compute units 104-0 through 104-N is determined (352). For
example, an array is created listing the compute units 104-0
through 104-N in the determined order, as indexed by a vari-
able n. In some embodiments, the compute units 104-0
through 104-N are sorted (354) in decreasing order of tem-
perature impact on the SOC 102 (FIG. 1). The temperature
impacts of respective compute units 104-0 through 104-N
depend on the physical positions of the compute units 104-0
through 104-N on the die, and thus on the floorplan/layout of
the die. For example, a compute unit in the middle of the die,
bordered by other compute units, has a higher temperature
impact than a compute unit near the edge of the die that is not
bordered by other compute units along one or more sides,
because the former compute unit dissipates heat less easily
than the latter compute unit. Alternatively, the compute units
104-0 through 104-N are placed in an arbitrary order.

Power is then allocated to successive compute units in the
determined order, as specified by the variable n. First, n is set
(356) equal to zero and the allocated power is set (356) equal
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to zero. It is determined (358) whether allocating Pmax to
compute unit n would leave enough remaining power to allo-
cate at least Pmin to all remaining compute units.

If enough power would be left (358—Yes), Pmax is allo-
cated (362) to compute unit n and the allocated power is
incremented accordingly. Otherwise (358—No), the average
dynamic power for compute unit n (i.e., Avg_Dyn_Pwr(n)),
as determined for example in the method 300 (FIG. 3A), is
allocated (360) to the compute unit n.

The variable n is incremented (364) by one (n++). It is
determined (366) whether n is greater than N, and thus
whether power has been allocated to all of the compute units
104-0 through 104-N. If n is not greater than N (366—No),
such that power has not been allocated to all of the compute
units 104-0 through 104-N, then the method 350 returns to
operation 358. If n is greater than N (366—Yes), then the
method 350 ends.

Returning to FIG. 2A, expected temperatures of the plu-
rality of compute units 104-0 through 104-N during the sec-
ond interval are determined (216), based at least in part on the
dynamic power allocated (214) to the respective compute
units (e.g., in the method 350, FIG. 3B). In some embodi-
ments, a temperature look-up table (LUT) 400 is used to
determine the expected temperatures, as shown in FIG. 4A in
accordance with some embodiments. The temperature LUT
400 is an example of a LUT 120 in the power management
controller 118 (FIG. 1). The temperature LUT 400 includes a
plurality of rows 402, each with an entry 404 for a power
value (e.g., a value of Avg_Dyn_Pwr) or range of power
values and an entry 406 for a temperature. Each row 402 thus
maps a power value or range of power values to a temperature.
When a value of Avg_Dyn_Pwr is provided to the tempera-
ture LUT 400, the temperature in a corresponding entry 406 is
returned. In some embodiments, each row 402 includes mul-
tiple entries 406, each corresponding to a distinct ambient
temperature or range of ambient temperatures. Alternatively,
there are multiple LUTs 400, each corresponding to a distinct
ambient temperature or range of ambient temperatures.

A power action for the CPC 102 (FIG. 1) is determined
(218). In some embodiments, the power action is determined
based at least in part on the expected temperatures. For
example, a power-action LUT 430 is used to determine the
power action, as shown in FIG. 4B in accordance with some
embodiments. The power-action LUT 430 is an example of a
LUT 120 in the power management controller 118 (FIG. 1).
The power-action LUT 430 includes a plurality of rows 432,
each with an entry 434 for a temperature (e.g., as determined
using the temperature LUT 400, FIG. 4A) or range of tem-
peratures and an entry 436 for a power action. Each row 402
thus maps a temperature or range of temperatures to a power
action. When a temperature (e.g., an expected temperature as
determined in the operation 216) is provided to the power-
action LUT 430, the power action in a corresponding entry
436 is returned. In some embodiments, the power manage-
ment controller 118 identifies the highest expected tempera-
ture determined for one of the compute units 104-0 through
104-N and performs a look-up for that temperature in the
power-action LUT 430 to determine a power action.

Because the power action is determined (218) based at least
in part on the expected temperatures, and the expected tem-
peratures are determined (216) based at least in port on the
allocated dynamic power, the power action is thus determined
based at least in part on the allocated dynamic power. Fur-
thermore, because the dynamic power is allocated (214)
based at least in part on average dynamic power values cal-
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culated (212) based at least in part on the power report, the
power action is thus determined based at least in part on the
power report.

In some embodiments, the expected temperature determi-
nation 216 is omitted from the method 200. Instead, a power
action for the CPC 102 (FIG. 1) is determined directly based
on calculated or allocated average dynamic power. FIG. 4C
shows a power-action LUT 460 used to determine power
actions based directly on power. The power-action LUT 460
is an example of a LUT 120 in the power management con-
troller 118 (FIG. 1). The power-action LUT 460 includes a
plurality of rows 462, each with an entry 464 for a power
value (e.g., a value of Avg Dyn_Pwr) or range of power
values and an entry 466 for a power action. Each row 462 thus
maps a power value or range of power values to a power
action. When a power value (e.g., as allocated in the method
350, FIG. 3B) is provided to the power-action LUT 460, the
power action in a corresponding entry 466 is returned.

A message specifying the power action is provided (220) to
the CPC 102 through the interface 114 (FIG. 1).

A third part of the method 200 is performed in the CPC 102
in accordance with some embodiments. The message speci-
fying the power action is received (222) from the power
management controller 118 through the interface 114 (FIG.
1). The power action is performed (224).

In some embodiments, performing (224) the power action
includes setting (226) a performance state for the plurality of
compute units 104-0 through 104-N. Setting the performance
state may include specifying (e.g., changing) a power supply
voltage (e.g., as provided by the programmable power supply
110, FIG. 1) and/or clock frequency (e.g., of a clock signal
provided by the clock 112, FIG. 1).

In some embodiments, performing (224) the power action
includes decoupling (228) a respective compute unit from a
power supply (e.g., the programmable power supply 110,
FIG. 1). In some embodiments, performing (224) the power
action includes decoupling (230) a respective compute unit
froma clock signal (e.g. as provided by the clock 112, FIG. 1).
In some embodiments, performing (224) the power action
includes powering down (232) (e.g., turning off) a power
supply (e.g., the programmable power supply 110, FIG.1). In
some embodiments, performing (224) the power action
includes turning off (234) a clock signal (e.g., stopping a
clock). The power action thus may include power gating,
power-down, clock gating, and/or clock turn-off in accor-
dance with some embodiments.

While the method 200 includes a number of operations that
appear to occur in a specific order, it should be apparent that
the method 200 can include more or fewer operations. Two or
more operations may be combined into a single operation and
performance of two or more operations may overlap.

In some embodiments, all or a portion of the method 200
(FIGS. 2A-2B) may be implemented in software (e.g., firm-
ware). A non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
may store instructions for performing all or a portion of the
method 200. FIG. 5 is a block diagram of a system 500 in
which the SOC 100 (FIG. 1) is coupled to a memory 502 that
includes a non-transitory computer-readable storage medium
504, in accordance with some embodiments. The SOC 100
may be coupled to the memory 502 through the memory
controller 128, I/O engine 122, or another interface. The
non-transitory computer-readable storage medium 504 may
be implemented as one or more nonvolatile memory devices
(e.g., a read-only memory (ROM), Flash memory, hard-disk
drive, etc.). The non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium 504 stores instructions that, when executed by the
SOC 100, cause the SOC 100 to perform all or a portion of the
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method 200. For example, the CPC power management logic
108 may include a microcontroller that executes instructions
stored on the non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium 504 to perform operations 202, 208, 222, and/or 224
of the method 200. The power management controller 118
may include a microcontroller that executes instructions
stored on the non-transitory computer-readable storage
medium 504 to perform operations 210, 212, 214, 216, 218,
and/or 220 of the method 200. While FIG. 5 shows the non-
transitory computer-readable storage medium 504 as being
external to the SOC 100, the non-transitory computer-read-
able storage medium 504 may alternatively be included
within the SOC 100.

The foregoing description, for purpose of explanation, has
been described with reference to specific embodiments. How-
ever, the illustrative discussions above are not intended to be
exhaustive or to limit all embodiments to the precise forms
disclosed. Many modifications and variations are possible in
view of the above teachings. The disclosed embodiments
were chosen and described to best explain the underlying
principles and their practical applications, to thereby enable
others skilled in the art to best implement various embodi-
ments with various modifications as are suited to the particu-
lar use contemplated.

What is claimed is:

1. A method of managing processor power, comprising:

in a power management controller:

receiving a power report for a plurality of compute units

through an interface;
determining a power action for the plurality of compute
units based at least in part on the power report and a
temperature impact for at least one compute unit of the
plurality of compute units, the temperature impact for
the atleast one compute unit determined based atleastin
part on a physical position of the at least one compute
unit with respect to at least one other compute unit and
one or more edges of a die on which the compute unit
and the at least one other compute unit are located; and

transmitting a message specifying the power action
through the interface.
2. The method of claim 1, wherein the power report speci-
fies micro-operation retirement counts for respective com-
pute units of the plurality of compute units.
3. The method of claim 2, wherein the micro-operation
retirement counts are for a first interval, the method further
comprising:
calculating average dynamic power values for the respec-
tive compute units during the first interval, based at least
in part on the micro-operation retirement counts; and

allocating dynamic power to the respective compute units
for a second interval subsequent to the first interval,
based at least in part on the average dynamic power
values;

wherein the power action is determined based at least in

part on the dynamic power allocated to the respective
compute units.

4. The method of claim 3, wherein the respective compute
units are allocated dynamic power in an order corresponding
to temperature impacts of the respective compute units.

5. The method of claim 3, further comprising determining
expected temperatures of the respective compute units during
the second interval, based at least in part on the dynamic
power allocated to the respective compute units, wherein the
power action is determined based at least in part on the
expected temperatures.
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6. The method of claim 1, wherein the power report speci-
fies an amount of time during which a respective compute unit
of the plurality of compute units is active during a first inter-
val.

7. The method of claim 6, further comprising:

calculating average dynamic power values for the plurality

of compute units during the first interval, based at least in
part on the power report; and

allocating dynamic power to respective compute units of

the plurality of compute units for a second interval sub-
sequent to the first interval, based at least in part on the
average dynamic power values;

wherein the power action is determined based at least in

part on the dynamic power allocated to the respective
compute units.

8. The method of claim 7, further comprising determining
expected temperatures of the respective compute units during
the second interval, based at least in part on the dynamic
power allocated to the respective compute units, wherein the
power action is determined based at least in part on the
expected temperatures.

9. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the power
action comprises selecting a performance state, the perfor-
mance state comprising a specified power supply voltage and
a specified clock frequency.

10. The method of claim 1, wherein determining the power
action comprises selecting a respective compute unit of the
plurality of compute units to be decoupled from a power
supply or a clock signal.

11. The method of claim 1, further comprising:

in a core processing complex coupled to the interface and

comprising the plurality of compute units:

generating the power report;

providing the power report to the power management con-

troller through the interface;

receiving the message specifying the power action from the

power management controller through the interface; and
performing the power action.

12. A circuit, comprising:

an interface to convey a power report for a plurality of

compute units; and

a power management controller, coupled to the interface,

to receive the power report, determine a power action for
the plurality of compute units based at least in part on the
power report and a temperature impact for at least one
compute unit of the plurality of compute units, the tem-
perature impact for the at least one compute unit deter-
mined based at least in part on a physical position of the
at least one compute unit with respect to at least one
other compute unit and one or more edges of a die on
which the compute unit and the at least one other com-
pute unit are located, and transmit a message specifying
the power action through the interface.

13. The circuit of claim 12, wherein:

the power report specifies micro-operation retirement

counts for respective compute units of the plurality of
compute units for a first interval; and

the power management controller is further to:

calculate average dynamic power values for the respective

compute units during the first interval, based at least in
part on the micro-operation retirement counts;
allocate dynamic power to the respective compute units for
a second interval subsequent to the first interval, based at
least in part on the average dynamic power values; and

determine the power action based at least in part on the
dynamic power allocated to the respective compute
units.
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14. The circuit of claim 13, wherein the power manage-
ment controller is to allocate dynamic power to the respective
compute units in an order corresponding to temperature
impacts of the respective compute units.

15. The circuit of claim 13, wherein the power manage-
ment controller is further to:

determine expected temperatures of the respective com-

pute units during the second interval, based at least in
part on the dynamic power allocated to the respective
compute units; and

determine the power action based at least in part on the

expected temperatures.

16. The circuit of claim 12, wherein:

the power report specifies an amount of time during which

a respective compute unit of the plurality of compute
units is active during a first interval; and
the power management controller is further to:
calculate average dynamic power values for the plurality of
compute units, based at least in part on the power report;

allocate dynamic power to respective compute units of the
plurality of compute units for a second interval subse-
quent to the first interval, based at least in part on the
average dynamic power values; and

determine the power action based at least in part on the

dynamic power allocated to the respective compute
units.

17. The circuit of claim 16, wherein the power manage-
ment controller is further to:

determine expected temperatures of the respective com-

pute units during the second interval, based at least in
part on the dynamic power allocated to the respective
compute units; and
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determine the power action based at least in part on the

expected temperatures.

18. The circuit of claim 12, further comprising a core
processing complex coupled to the interface, the core pro-
cessing complex comprising:

the plurality of compute units; and

power management logic to generate the power report, to

receive the message specifying the power action, and to
perform the power action.

19. The circuit of claim 18, wherein the power action is
selected from the group consisting of an action to set a per-
formance state, an action to decouple a respective compute
unit of the plurality of compute units from a power supply,
and an action to decouple a respective compute unit of the
plurality of compute units from a clock signal.

20. A circuit, comprising:

means for conveying a power report for a plurality of com-

pute units; and

means for determining a power action for the plurality of

compute units based at least in part on the power report
and a temperature impact for at least one compute unit of
the plurality of compute units, the temperature impact
for the at least one compute unit determined based at
least in part on a physical position of the at least one
compute unit with respect to at least one other compute
unit and one or more edges of a die on which the com-
pute unit and the at least one other compute unit are
located, and for transmitting a message specifying the
power action.



